THE UNCONSCIOUS
accomplished by straining; the very act of straining
circumvents Its own object.
Dreams are the dramatized ideas of repressed un-
conscious wishes, fears, and weaknesses ; they are never
meaningless; and when they are decoded it always
transpires that the hidden meaning is of great importance
to the personality.
It may be asked, of course : " What about the dreams
of little children; are they also dramatized Ideas re-
lating to repressed wishes ? " etc. No, they are not.
Furthermore, the dreams of little children are not dis-
guised. As soon as disguises commence to appear in a
child's dreams the signs are infallible that repressions
have commenced tu c^ur,